Characteristics of Secondary Nurture  Groups

Document for Self review and future action

	Characteristics
	Current situation
	Future development

	The group is located clearly within the policies and structures of the LEA/school continuum of special educational needs provision and is an integral part of the school‘s strategies to support vulnerable pupils, as a short term intervention strategy.


	
	

	All pupils attending the group remain members of a mainstream class where they register daily and attend selected activities.


	
	

	The group provides a warm and welcoming environment.


	
	

	The group has an established a regular pattern of attendance whereby pupils spend a part of each day in the nurture group for substantial regular sessions so that routines and expectations can be established.


	
	

	Staff ensure that access to the required school curriculum is maintained.

	
	

	The group is staffed by two adults working together modelling good adult relationships in a structured and predictable environment, where pupils can begin to trust adults and to learn.


	
	

	Staff offer support for pupil’s positive emotional and social growth and cognitive development at whatever level of need the pupils show by responding to them in a developmentally appropriate way.


	
	

	Pupils are offered short or medium term placements, (usually for between two and four terms, depending on the pupil’s specific needs,) which have been determined on the basis of systematic selection criteria, and agreed by senior managers.( The aim always being to return the pupil to full-time mainstream provision.)


	
	

	Staff provide structured opportunities for social learning through co-operation and play with others, in a group with an appropriate mix of children.


	
	

	Staff place an emphasis on language development through intensive interaction with an adult and with other pupils.


	
	

	Staff promote the active involvement of key mainstream staff in the life and learning of  the nurture group, Including pastoral and subject staff.

Staff use appropriate diagnostic and assessment instruments to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the provision in promoting the positive social, emotional and educational development of each pupil.


	
	

	The staff promote a positive attitude towards parents/carers of all pupils and encourage their involvement in activities supportive of the nurture group programme.


	
	

	The group provides a setting and relationships for pupils in which missing or insufficiently internalised essential early learning experiences are provided.


	
	

	Staff support pupils in identifying and developing strategies for managing any problematic transitions they experience in school.


	
	

	A multi agency approach  to supporting pupils is encouraged by staff.
	
	


